
tion. 

At current our membership in-

cludes a total of 13 trained and 

ready to serve amateurs who live 

throughout St. Croix County. 

They are ready and waiting to 

serve when requested to do so. 

For more information about ama-

teur radio or St. Croix County 

ARES/RACES please feel free to 

contact Emergency Coordinator—

John Kruk N9UPC. 

 

 

Welcome and thank you for read-

ing!  

Our mission within St Croix Coun-

ty ARES/RACES is to help served 

agencies with communication 

needs. While we seem to know a 

lot about the agencies we serve 

how much do they know about 

us? This is how this newsletter 

will come into play and help 

spread the word.  

Our organization is made up 

amateur radio volunteers that 

have taken the time to learn and 

work with emergency communi-

cations on a volunteer basis. No 

one receives any form of pay-

ment for the services the organi-

zation provides. 

All members must adhere to set 

training standards and training 

requirements which include par-

ticipation in so many sessions 

each year, minimum of bi-yearly 

SKYWARN training, and active 

involvement within the organiza-

 

St. Croix County ARES/RACES   
380 Birch St.                     

Baldwin, WI 54002            
Cell: (715) 410-2626      

Home: (715) 688-6547    
Email: coordina-

tor@stcroixaresraces.org 

 

St Croix County ARES/RACES 
Leadership Roles 

 
 

Emergency Coordinator—
N9UPC John Kruk 

Asst. Emergency Coordinator—
KC9VSN Justin Fritz 

P.I.O. & Net Manager — 
KC9RYZ Rick Nelsen 

Red Cross/SKYWARN Liaison —
N9XYX Jason Winget 

 

 

A new way to share news from our organizat ion!  

Do you have news for the group?  

Are you a member of the St. 
Croix County ARES/RACES organi-
zation or work for one of our 
served agencies and want to be 
heard? Then we want to hear 
from you! 

The newsletter is always open to 
having different people submit 
news, stories, or information 
which can help with the purpose 
of emergency communications or 
working together. 

If you want to submit a story, 
news piece, or letter please feel 
free to contact John Kruk N9UPC  
at: coordina-
tor@stcroixaresraces.org. 

At current the newsletter will be 
published on a quarterly basis. It 
will be retrospective of any items 
from the last quarter and take a 
look forward at the next quarter. 
It will be published by the last 
day of the first month in the 
quarter. 

Any submissions for the newslet-
ter will be reviewed for content 
and maybe edited, if needed, for 
length. All submissions become 
part of the newsletter history. 
Submissions are also due by the 
1st Monday of the 1st month in 
the quarter. Any late submissions 
maybe used in the next issue if 
they are not time sensitive.  

In addition we welcome your 
comments, thoughts, ideas, and 
suggestions. Please do not hesi-
tate to offer them up as many 
minds are better than just one!  

Articles in this issue: 

 During an emergency, 
How is ARES activated? 
How is RACES? 

 Want to become an Ama-
teur Radio Operator? 

 Want to become an Ama-
teur Radio Operator? 

 Winter time is the best 
time to check your 
radio 

 

St. Croix County ARES/
RACES 

Welcome to the St. Croix County 
ARES/RACES Newsletter 

Inside this issue: 

When is ARES or RACES 
activated? 

2 

Up and Coming Events 2 

Spring 2015 Amateur 
Radio class set 

3 

Time to check your rig 3 
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Find us on the web: 

www.stcroixaresraces.org 

St Croix County ARES RACES 

@wiares_stcroix 



Weekly Net: 

Every Monday night @ 
7:00 p.m. on Hudson 

Repeater 145.1300 Mhz 
110.9 PL Tone (No net 
on 2nd Monday of each 

month) 

Monthly Net: 

Last Thursday each 
month @ 7 p.m. on the 

WECOMM Network 
145.2500 Mhz 110.9 PL 

Tone 

 

2015 SKYWARN Classes 

Monday April 13th 
6 p.m.— 10 p.m. 
Hudson, WI 

 
Saturday April 18th 
8 a.m.— 12 p.m. 
Hudson, WI 

 
Tuesday April 21st 
6 p.m.— 10 p.m. 
New Richmond, WI 

  
Thursday April 30th 
6 p.m.— 10 p.m. 
Hudson, WI 
 

Saturday May 2nd 
8 a.m.— 12 p.m. 
Baldwin, WI 
 

To sign-up for any of 
the classes please con-
tact Kristen Sailer at 
715 381-4911 or email 
Kristen.sailer@co.saint-
croix.wi.us 
 
Registration IS required 
for the class and all 
classes cover the same 
material! 
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Up and Coming ARES/RACES events  or items  

“ARES is activated be-
fore, during and after an 
emergency; RACES is ac-

tive only during the 

emergency and aftermath 
by government offices 

needing communication 
support.” 

This is a common ques-
tion that a lot of the 
served agencies and 
strategic partners have 
about St. Croix County 
ARES/RACES.  

The following infor-
mation is taken from 
the ARRL website:  

ARES is activated before, 
during and after an emer-
gency. Generally, ARES 
handles all emergency 
messages, including those 
between government 
emergency management 
officials. RACES, on the 
other hand, almost never 

starts before an emergen-
cy and is active only dur-
ing the emergency and 
during the immediate af-
termath if government 
emergency management 
offices need communica-
tions support. RACES is 
normally shut down shortly 
after the emergency has 
cleared.  

In addition ARES organi-
zations can self activate  
based upon defined sit-
uations. As an example 
the National Weather 
Service advises ARES 
groups that the need for 
weather spotters could 

exist or are needed. In 
turn ARES organizations 
can activate if they feel 
the need to do so. 

All members of ARES/
RACES organizations 
cannot accept compen-
sation for the services 
that they offer and do it 
all in a voluntary fash-
ion. They provide the 
equipment they use by 
themselves and are well 
versed in communica-
tion solutions. 

During an emergency, when i s ARES activated? How about 
RACES?   

ARES/RACES Organi-
zations are ALL volun-

teer and accept NO 
form of payment for 

the services they 
provide! 

http://www.arrl.org/ares-races-faq#
http://www.arrl.org/ares-races-faq#


What is amateur radio? 
What do I have to know? 
Why would I become an 
amateur radio operator? 
These are common ques-
tions that people have in 
regards to the hobby of 
amateur radio. 

Amateur radio operators 
are sometimes known as 
“hams” and the origins are 
not really known as to how 
this term came about. 
Some people think it is 
because the term 
“hamming it up” was used 
when amateurs would talk 
on the radio. 

In order to become an 
amateur radio operator 
you must take a test. This 
test is a series of questions 
that have been developed 
by the FCC in order to en-
sure that good radio oper-
ating practices take place. 

However, do not let the 
test scare you are the 
question pools that are 
used are public knowledge 
AND they are multiple 
choice. Statistically, the 
average person can score a 
50% without even reading 
a book or looking at the 
questions. In addition the 
person taking the exam 
needs to only score a 70% 
or higher per element.  

The hobby of amateur ra-
dio operators have three 
different classes. These 
classes are: Technician, 
General, and Extra. With 
newer rules the require-
ment of needing to learn 
morse code have been 
eliminated.  

If your interested and 
want to take a free class 
(books and materials are 
extra) please visit the St. 
Croix Valley Radio Ama-
teur website at: 
www.scvhamradio.com 
and click on the link on 
the left hand side. 

Fixed Stations: 

For fixed stations antenna 
and power sources are 
going to be the most im-
portant part. Antenna re-
strictions are a fact of life 
so if you have concealed or 
hidden antennas you might 
need to check them care-
fully. As for power sources 
remember to always have 
a primary (commercial) 
and a secondary (non-
commercial) ready to go 
and switchable. 

Mobile Stations: 

Once again antennas and 
power sources are high on 
the list. However, with 
mobile stations installation 
is even higher. It is good to 
check local and state laws 
to make sure that your 
installation does not cause 

you to break a law by how 
you have it installed. Pow-
er wires running from the 
trunk or engine to the in-
side of the car can create 
a hazard also. 

Portable Stations: 

By building off of the in-
formation so far with the 
other type of stations the 
most important part is 
sustainability. Portable 
stations need to have a 
self contained power 
source and factoring in 
power output and a good 
antenna are extremely 
important. 

Remember PROACTIVE 
is much better then RE-
ACTIVE! 

 

Historically in the Midwest 
the winter time is usually 
the slow time of the year 
and a great time to check 
your radio equipment for 
functionality. 

Checking your radio equip-
ment is not necessarily a 
laborious task but it needs 
to be done correctly. Not 
checking equipment cor-
rectly can lead to failure 
or issues when you least 
expect it or need it. 

The first thing to do when 
checking your equipment 
is to make sure that you 
have a defined purpose for 
your equipment. This 
means determining if you 
equipment will be fixed, 
mobile, or portable. Once 
this is done then you can 
start checking things based 
upon the need. 
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Winter time is the best time to check your radio  

Want to become an Amateur Radio Operator?  

“Statistically, the average 

person can score a 50% 
without even reading a book 

or looking at the 

questions.“ 

Welcome to the St. Croix County ARES/RACES Newsletter January—March, 2015 

Pictured (from left to right): Allie KC9NMH, Ben 
KC9PFA, and John N9UPC train using NIMS City 
for a radio drill dealing with flooding. 


